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Today’s Music

Music is an incredible format for 
storytelling. A good piece of music 
can evoke powerful emotional 
reactions and amazing images, 
without using any words. Our 
imagination fills in the blanks, and 
that’s really the best way. 

Nimrod from the Enigma Variations 
is a double-whammy: it was not only 
born from a great story, but also 
tells another in the most powerful 
manner imaginable. Elgar recalled 
a moment of despair in which he 
was considering giving up music 
altogether in the midst of a seemingly 
insurmountable stretch of writer’s 
block. His good friend Augustus 
Jaeger pulled him aside and gave him 
all the encouragement he needed. 
“Just think of Beethoven,” Jaeger 
said. He then sang Elgar the glorious 
opening theme of the second 
movement of Beethoven’s Piano 
Sonata No. 8 in C minor (Pathétique). 
That melodic inspiration is heard in 
this extraordinary variation of Elgar’s 
masterpiece. We could not think of a 
better piece of music to dedicate to 
the memory of James Coles, a valued 
colleague and true friend of the 
Kingston Symphony Association.

Brahms’ Hungarian Dances also 
marked a turning point in the 
composer’s life, but for markedly 
different reasons. These pieces 
proved to be enormously profitable 
for Brahms, and helped establish 
him as a popular composer of the 
day. Brahms adored the character, 
intensity and drive of the dance 
music of Hungary. Even though 
no specific narrative is given, the 
Hungarian singers, players and 
dancers who inspired Brahms to write 

this wonderful music never ceased to 
amaze him with their ability to tell a 
magnificent tale. 

Ravel, using inspiration from 
children’s fairy tales, composed one 
of the most stunning works in the 
repertoire in his ballet, Mother Goose. 
Originally composed as a piano 
duet for young children, he fleshed 
out incidental music between the 
individual pieces and gave a lush 
orchestration to the original material. 
From the bare and frightened 
sense of Tom Thumb being lost in 
the woods, to the spectacle of the 
lumbering beast dancing with the 
lithe princess, to the extraordinary 
celestial beauty of the fairy’s 
enchanted garden, Mother Goose is 
an absolute masterpiece. 

And then we come to Scheherazade, 
the pinnacle of musical storytelling. 
Rimsky-Korsakov wisely gave the 
listener’s imagination wide latitude 
by not overtly listing a program. 
Instead he uses the character and 
the sweep of the music to take 
us into the smoky mystery of the 
Arabian nights where Scheherazade 
(represented in astonishing solos by 
the concertmaster) tells her 1,001 
tales to save her from an overly 
jealous sultan. The lush colours and 
incredible melodies take us deep 
inside this world for an unforgettable 
experience. We are thrilled to have 
Dawn Dreams join us, bringing 
her juggling and character artistry 
to the stage in an extraordinary 
accompaniment to the music. She 
is a modern-day Scheherazade, 
enthralling audiences with her skill 
and mastery. 

PROGRAM 
 

Variations on an Original Theme, Op. 36 ‘Enigma’ Elgar
 Variation IX: Nimrod (1857-1934)

Hungarian Dances  Brahms
 No. 1 in G minor (1857-1934)
 No. 10 in F Major
 No. 5 in G minor

Mother Goose Suite Ravel
 Pavane de la Belle au bois dormant (1875-1937)
 Petit Poucet
 Laideronnette, impératrice des pagodes
 Les entretiens de la Belle et de la Bête
 Le jardin féerique

INTERMISSION

Scheherazade, Op. 35 Rimsky-Korsakov
  (1844-1908)

WITH EVAN MITCHELL

Dawn Dreams, Performance Artist
Evan Mitchell, Conductor
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